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HGD-CAC Meeting Minutes for February 19, 2020 
 

Introductions 

Chair: Sarah Fincham, Chair, presiding and offered opening welcome. 

 

Present:  Ian Sullivan, Vice Chair; John Repsold, Past Chair; Kirsten Duncan, SRHD; 

Kristina Poffenroth, LCSNW;  Sasha Carey, Spokane Medical Society; Molly Merkle, Member-

at-Large; Kara Buller, Member-at-Large; Ashley Busch, Member-at-Large; Heather Beebe-

Stevens, Member-at-Large; Casey Balzano, Member-at-Large Alternate; Jenny Hyde, Member-

at-Large Alternate; Nikki Lockwood, SPS Board of Directors; Heather Bybee, SPS Director of 

Secondary Curriculum; Stephanie Splater, Coordinator F&H; Tara Luedke, SPS Curriculum 

Secretary; Melanie Vance, SPS RN; 2 SPHS students and advisor.  

 

1. Review Minutes 

Minutes from 1/15/20 HGD-CAC meeting reviewed. 

Motion: John Repsold moves to approve the minutes as written. 

Second: The motion received a second. 

Discussion: None 

Vote:  Ten voting members present; Yes-8; No-0, Abstain-2 

Motion to approve 1/15/20 minutes as written passes.  

 

2. New Business 

OSPI Sexual Health Committee Update 

This Committee convened last year; report can be shared out. 

There is a House Bill to be heard tomorrow  in reference to expanding the Healthy Youth 

Act to require that all schools teach to the OSPI 2016 standards. Local control of 

curriculum is maintained and OSPI will continue to review and recommend curriculum. 

SPS is already following HYA so we do not anticipate this bill would impact the work this 

committee is doing. 

K-3 standards are met through personal safety which is incorporated into several 

different contents. Committee requests additional information about that. 

SPS Staff will bring additional information to next meeting on GLOs and standards. 

 
6th Grade Revisions 

Staff reviewed the edits made in lessons based on feedback at last meeting. 
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6th Grade NEW Consent Lesson 

SPS worked with consent expert on this lesson and scaled it back, with an eye to age 

appropriateness.  

John Repsold asks if we even need the note to teacher about role playing, feels it is 

inappropriate. Would prefer it be removed. 

Staff agrees to remove that note. 

John Repsold comments on the line that indicates it is ‘illegal to traffic’, and wonders if 

we define trafficking. Receiving and disseminating photos are different acts, should make 

this clear. 

Sarah Fincham asks if, moving forward, staff could add the standard to each activity. It 

would be supportive in their reviews and could help to support teachers with what the 

intent of the activity is.  

John Repsold says good work. 

Casey Balzano asks if we ever discuss porn. Staff shares that it is discussed in grades 7, 

8 & 9, but it is not called out in the classroom in 6th grade.  

Pornography may be something that can be added in digital/media literacy lessons in the 

revision process. 

Sarah Fincham comments that there is not a 6th grade standard that speaks to this 

topic. 

Heather Beebe-Stevens shares that she heard from a student that took old G7 HGD and 

then the new G8 HGD. They relayed that they learned a lot in the 8th grade course, and it 

was a vast improvement over the old 7th grade materials. 

This concludes the review of proposed 6th grade curriculum.  

Motion: Heather Beebe-Stevens moves to approve the 6th grade proposed curriculum 

with the edits reviewed and agreed to today. 

Second: Kristina Poffenroth seconded the motion. 

Discussion: No additional 

Vote:  Ten voting members present; Yes-9; No-1, Abstain-0. 

Motion to approve the 6th grade proposed curriculum with the edits reviewed and 

agreed to today passes. 
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Proposed 5th Grade Curriculum 

Day 1 Review 
Sarah Fincham seeks clarification on why standards are listed on all days but Day 1. Staff 
shares that the first lesson in 6th grade reviews what will be learned and matches what has 
been done in grades 7-9. 
 
Committee members watched video Puberty video prior to meeting. This video is produced 

by Always, intended to share common aspects of puberty with students.  

Sasha Carey comments that it was too cutesy, and somewhat inaccurate. For example, it 

talked about male puberty starting between ages 10-17, which is inaccurate to what is 

expected.  

Molly Vance comments that she has reservation about the video, noting that it suggests 

girls who don’t know when their period will start should wear a pad every day. Also notes 

that the graphics and suggestions were very binary including the use of blue for boys & 

pink for girls. Concern that is seemed othering for those who do not have a standard 

nuclear family.  

Staff will seek out new puberty video and double check the link to materials under Family 

Connections, committee shares that didn’t work for everyone.  

 

Day 2 Review 
In-house produced Female Reproductive image shared with committee. 

Comments include a note that the graphic is missing a label for the cervix and some lines 

need adjustment. Committee suggests labeling these images as side view & internal view. 

External female reproductive image shared; two images compared and discussed. 

Some girls start menstruation around this age, external genital picture would be helpful 

for them.  

Melanie Vance comments that the in-house graphic is very abstract. 

Casey Balzano mentions that students are separated for lessons at this age. Could we 

share the external image with the girls’ group only? 

Students share that the in-house graphic is intimidating for the concerned age group. 

Staff will work to locate a different external view picture to bring back to committee. 

John Repsold comments that additional factual statements could be added for clarity in 

this lesson. Also notes that the sentence at top of page six is not complete and appreciates 

call out about internet usage under step 4.  

Jenny Hyde comments that this lesson is very detailed and yet vague and lacking context. 

It touches on sexual intercourse but does not define it, also feels it lacks some clarity 

around conception.  
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Kristina Poffenroth comments that we could add notes that you can’t get pregnant from a 

toilet seat, or from touching hands, for clarity.  

Committee suggests an added family connection link for parents and adding the family 

connection links to initial letter home to further support parents.  

Kristina Poffenroth went back to 6th grade lesson, and shares that there is no specific 

statement of penis entering vagina when talking about intercourse. 

Sarah Fincham suggests rewording the last sentence on conception, and possibly adding a 

sentence to clarify. 

Staff will add a clinical definition and rework this section.  

 

Day 3 Review 
Melanie Vance comments on Activity 1/step 2 - lice are not considered a medical disease, 

suggests changing the question to reference common cold or other disease. 

Committee enjoys that the statements are true, not proving a negative.  

Kristen Duncan suggests staff modify the last sentence under Step 8, removing ‘or AIDS’, 

just leaving ‘HIV’ for stigma reduction.  

Melanie Vance asks if it is purposeful that we do not talk about condoms in the Facts 

about HIV. We talk about IV drug use, why not condoms? 

HIV is discussed every year; condoms would fall under prevention/contraception lesson. 

Ian Sullivan suggests amending fact number 9 to remove mention of drug use. 

Melanie Vance asks for the last sentence on the Facts about HIV be reworded for clarity. 

Sarah Fincham suggests adding ‘who has a cut or open wound’ to that statement. 

 

Day 4 Review 
Sarah Fincham likes the activities and quizzes.  

Ian Sullivan comments on the circle of trust, wondering if we can help students determine 

who belongs in these circles.  

Staff will make a key of choices that students can circle which aligns to their own 

experience.  

 
Day 5 Review 
Committee watched Boys and Girls on Stereotypes video. 

John Repsold asks what the intent is in showing this video. 

Kara Buller comments that she liked the video and the variety in it.  

Sasha Carey likes the varied ages, and the overall message in the video. 
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John Repsold suggests that this video fits better as a parent connection piece.  

Committee feels that the questions in this lesson go with the video.  

John Repsold comments that the article for students is not strong enough. Social media is 

something students cannot get away from and it is killing them. 

Staff shares that this is not THE place that instruction lives. It is also imbedded as part of 

PBIS, SEL and ongoing regular conversations with kids/students.  

Heather Beebe-Stevens suggests it would be helpful to share a list of ways the district is 

addressing this need with the committee. 

 

Committee will pick up with reviewing Day 5 material at the next meeting. Staff will send 

5th grade revisions (minus graphic) as well as grade 4 proposed materials prior to the next 

meeting.  

 Next Regular Meeting: March 18, 2020, 1:00-3:00pm, SPS Boardrooms 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00PM. Ten voting members present including chair who presided over 
meeting.  


